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From O. Newmann & Co. we have received the following 

Queen Newsier” Reader , is. 6d. I his book is an attractive 
book to children from nine years of age. Geography is taught in a 
most pleasant manner, in a Lady’s Trip to South Africa, Romance of 
the Sea Prince Antartic, and Trips in a Pony (.art, the latter driving 
one pleasantly through Wilts and Hants and the Stroud Valley. It 

13 The Aments' of Natural Science. Part I. -Botany, by Dr. H. 
Wittstein This manual has been translated from the seventieth thousand 
of the German Edition, which is obligatory for all the Secondary Schools 
of the Canton of Zurich. In home teaching it would be a valuable text 
book to a teacher who wished to prepare clear and concise lessons for his 
pupils. It could only be used as supplement to other books on Botany. 

A Scheme of Work for Infants' Schools, by A. Hawcridge, Super- 
intendent of Schools to the Barrow-in-Furness School Board. 

This scheme gives general suggestion for Infants and Standards I., 


II., III., and IV. 

This scheme will interest Infant Teachers, Clergymen, and Members 
of School Boards. 

Mr. Hawcridge has evidently spent much time and thought on the 
arrangement of work, and has produced a scheme based on true 
educational principles. Modelling is of course included ; but we regret 
that Perforating is; English Teachers never seem to realize that the 
German Government has abolished this in all their schools. Several 
oculists protested against the lesson, as tending to produce weakness 
of the eye in early age. Notes on Picture Lessons are admirable, 
children of 4 have conversation on Pictures (children to be encouiaged 
to question teachers, to observe, and to describe what observed). At 
5, children to be trained to reproduce stories in their own words, specia 
attention being given to sentence construction. These are most en^ 
lightened instructions, and ought to be studied by every Elementar) 
Teacher. 


Knotting and Threading with Beads, by Mrs. Blackmore. JhlS 
might keep little fingers occupied on wet days, and prove a satisfactory 
answer to the child’s constant appeal—" What can I do now?” Man ^ 
c lldren are happily quite independent of outside suggestions, but er 
and there children still ask the question. A nurse could quickly maste 
the threading, and the diagrams are so clear, that any mite ot 4 
5 could copy them. 


m t0 Snowdro P Band Work, by Mrs. Watson. 

nfIv, rS TT VatSOnbegins her excellent report of the work with the o 
nion. Our aim is to raise the whole standard of life, and t < 
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and conversation amongst our working girls whilst they are still young 
enough to be led and helped, young enough to be attracted by kindness, etc.” 
Forty bands have been formed since June, 1893. A letter is sent each 
month to each member, and in this quiet way many hearts are reached, 
and much good seed is sown. Workers who desire to hear more particulars 
of this good work can do so by writing to Mrs. Watson, Southwold, 
Sheffield. 

Eleme?itary Education , 4 s. Education Union, 20, Harrow Road, 

London, W. This is one of the Kilburn series, and has been written for 
the help and guidance of all who have to do with the education of the 
young. It gives practical hints and instructions upon oral teaching, 
method, private study, object lessons, composition, etc., etc. 

This is a book to be welcomed by all teachers. It is perfectly sound, 
and on the latest educational lines. 

The following extracts will indicate to the reader how the principles laid 
down in Home Education are fully carried out by the writer u Habits of 
accurate observation must be formed early in life.” — Exercises for training 
the senses 

1. To cultivate the sense of sight , — The power to perceive and dis- 
criminate may be cultivated by displaying a variety of objects, and 
helping the children to distinguish their shape, size and colour. Or, one 
object at a time may be exhibited for a few moments, then taken away, 
and the children asked to describe what they have seen. It is suggested 
that they walk slowly before a shop window and notice what it contains 
and then repeat what has struck them. 

2. To improve the sense of hearing, strike lightly with a small hammer 
or knife, viz., a box, glass, table, book, etc., and make the children name 
each object as it is struck. 

3. Sense of touch can be cultivated by placing a number of objects 
marbles, keys, coins, buttons, pencils, tops, etc., in a holland bag Let 
each child in turn put his hand into the bag, lay hold of one of the things, 
and say what he supposes it to be. 

4. The Sense of smell can be developed by smelling small muslin bags 
containing tea, coffee, sugar, camphor, rose-leaves, etc. 

Wise words are given on the Assigning of home lessons. 

If the best results are to be obtained, anything which has to be done 
alone must be first gone over with the class all difficulties explained and 
commented on, and interest in the various subjects excited, io take a 
pencil and tick off two or three pages of a book to be learnt by heart, is 
a mode of procedure from which little good can result. As a mere exercise 
of memory, such study may be better than nothing , as regaids education, 
it is valueless. M 

Again, we get hints on < Product Maps.’ With a view to a.d.ng young 
scholars to remember what productions various countries are noted for, 
it is the custom in some schools— e.g., those of Canada— to provide them 
with maps sketched in bold outline on brown papei, upon w uci tie\ sew 
or gum anything that will represent to them the natural products or 
manufactured goods of different parts of the world. ius, we tavi - seen 
grains of rice, or wheat, or maize fastened in their appropriate places, 
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, little tufts If cotton, flax, or tobacco, and bits of linen, calico, 0r 
also little tut these commodities are either grown or manufactu ° 

ribbon stuck o wfi trust t h a t then the interest of the reader m! 

° n ffi™°ntlv : excited to buy and possess this delightful book for home JJ? 

must be short, and the learners stimulated to put forth their full energy 
m iX it lasts A serious effort, sustained for fifteen or twenty minutes 
is worth more in developing the child’s powers than hours of dawdling 


Dear Editor,— It is in the Ce?itury that I find most this month of 
educational interest. The place of honour is given to an account of the 
school excursions, which form so valuable a part of the training in German 
elementary schools, illustrated by one undertaken by the training school at 
jen a last year The district visited was that part of Bavaria and 
Thuringia associated with the life of Luther, and the idea was to enable 
the boys to realize vividly the reformer’s work and the history of his times, 
by visiting in succession the various places in which the events took place. 
With this view, at each halt the children were catechized, poems and 
passages from their textbooks recited, and songs sung to link the lessons 
of their ordinary routine with the scenes they had before them. Of course 
opportunity was also taken of calling the children’s attention to natural 
objects and of instilling an appreciation of natural beauty. The low cost 
of such an excursion (under three shillings a head) necessitated very 
rough accommodation, and the author (J. M. Rice) points out other 
respects in which the plan might be improved, but he considers the system 
an excellent one and worthy of wider imitation. 

In the same number I note an article on “ Playgrounds for City Schools, 
by Jacob A. Riis, and a description by E. L. Richards, of the Gymnasium 
at Yale. Its main purpose, says the writer, is best described by the term 
“body-building.” By a great number of prominent educators, education 
is made synonymous with the study of books. But this is a narrow view 
and, if it could be carried out to its logical issue, would defeat its own 
purpose by weakening the brain and not strengthening it. lh e biain 
depends for its healthful activity upon the healthy condition of all members 
of the body, so that when we are building up the body in the best possi 
way, we are really helping to form a good brain. , 

1 he Nineteenth Century contains lively rejoinders by M. E. Sadler an 
Mrs. James Stuart to the attack on University Extension by Mi. Lhi e 
last month; and the University Extension Gazette has an interestin 
account of the Danish high schools founded by Bishop Grun-dtvig* 
aim in education was to “ make every man a servant of God and a m 3 - 
of his task.” ‘‘If knowledge,” says the Bishop, “is to bear g 00 ^ 

for the common people, it must first and foremost be educational, , a ^ 
nourish the mind, strengthen its morals and its feelings of responsi 1 
1 he mark to be aimed at is, not to learn this or that, much oi e ' a 
to be prepared for the teaching of life.” With this view books occU ^ al 
subordinate place, the teaching is mainly oral, and the P^ r f 
influence of the teacher is the chief instrument. The principal sub] 
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study is history, which without dogmatic instruction, forms the medium 
for conveying the most careful religious and ethical teaching. There are 
no examinations, and the answer given to the question “ why do you send 
your son to school,” in “Tom Brown’s School-days,” — “If only he can 
become an honest, useful, truth-loving Englishman, and a gentleman and a 
Christian, that is all I wish for,” expresses perfectly the aim of the Danish 
high school. 

The St. James' Gazette of Sept. 5th, asserts on the authority of “ a 
distinguished London physician” that many excellent parents, of the well- 
to-do class be it understood, habitually underfeed their children. “ The 
commonest error of all is to insist on children eating things which they do 
not like the converse error — that of refusing children things which they 
long for and really need — is perhaps less important, but it exists, and is 
often responsible for troubles which nature would cure if allowed a free 
hand. . . . Another common variety of what may be called physiological 
starvation consists in an excessive monotony of diet.” 

The Daily Chronicle of Aug. 28th, contains a leading article on the 
new regulations by which “Bursaries” at the Scotch universities are 
thrown open to women without restriction ; and on Sept, nth, a review of 
the “ Manual of Hygiene,” by Mrs. White Wallis (a member of one of 
the London branches) which it describes as “a comprehensive and 
sensible book.” A book is also announced by Mr. William Jolly, H.M.I., 
entitled “ Ruskin on Education.” The contents of the book are grouped 
under four heads “General Principles 'of Education,” “ Training of Taste 
in Schools,” “ Moral Education,” &c. 

I ought to have mentioned last month, in referring to Lady Isabel 
Margesson’s new book, a long and most appreciative notice by Lord 
Mountmorres in the Literary World of July 20th. “ The province of the 

book is quite unique, and the idea is a very happy one. ... It is a capital 
compilation.” Pater JuNI0R> 

Sept. 12th, 1894. 


